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Message Text 



UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BOGOTA 10900 122149Z 
63 

ACTION FBO-06 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-10 ISO-OO A-01 SY-04 /022 W 

044668 

R 112226Z DEC 74 
FM AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6100 

UNCLAS BOGOTA 10900 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: ABLD ASEC 

SUBJ: EMERGENCY GASOLINE SUPPLY FOR BOGOTA 

1. RECENT SEVERE GASOLINE SHORTAGE IN BOGOTA BROUGHT HOME TO 
EMBASSY CRITICAL NEED FOR EMERGENCY GASOLINE SUPPLY. ALMOST 
NO GASOLINE WAS SOLD IN THE CITY FOR FIVE DAYS, NOV 27 - DEC 

2. EMBASSY FLEET WAS RESTRICTED TO ESSENTIAL OFFICIALS 
BUSINESS ONLY AND MANY POVS GARAGED FOR DURATION OF SHORTAGE. 

2. DURING THIS PERIOD EMBASSY FORCED TO SHARP REALIZATION OF 

OUR DEPENDENCE ON MOTOR TRANSPORT DURING ALMOST ANY EMERGENCY. 
RECENT SHORTAGE CAUSED BY BREAK-DOWN OF BOTH REFINERY AND 
PIPILINE SUPPLYING CITY. SUPPLY COULD BE RESTRICTED OR CUT OFF 
COMPLETELY FOR ANY NUMBER OF OTHER CAUSES. HOWEVER. SINCE CITY 
NORMALLY HAS ONLY 72 HOUR RESERVE SUPPLY, EMBASSY COULD FIND 
ITSELF TOTALLY WITHOUT TRANSPORTATION JUST AT TIME WHEN IT IS 
MOST VITALLY NEEDED. WE PROPOSE THEREFORE TO INSTALL LARGE 
TANK UNDRGROUND ON EMBASSY PROPERTY, WITH PUMP INSIDE PARKING 
LOT. 

3. EMBASSY HAS BEEN IN TOUCH WITH LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES OF ESSO 
(INTERCOL)) CONCERNING INSTALLATION OF TANK. THEY ADVISED THAT 
FOR 5,200 GALLON TANK, COST WOULD BE AS FOLLOWS: 

PURCHASE OF TANK $2,300 

PURCHASE OF PUMP $1,500 

INSTALLATION COST $ 750 
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4. TOTAL COST IS APPROXIMATELY 4,600 DOLLARS. GASOLINE SUPPLIERS 
TELL US THAT THEY UNWILLING ABSORB THIS COST (WHICH THEY DO 
ELSEWHERE) BECAUSE PRESENT PROFIT MARGIN ON GASOLINE IS ALMOST NON- 
EXISTENT. EMBASSY THEREFORE REQUESTS DEPARTMENT PROVIDE 
THESE FUNDS TO FILL THIS URGENT VITAL SECURITY NEED. 

WHITE 
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Message Attributes 
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Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Copy: SINGLE 
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Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974BOGOTA10900 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740361-0934 
From: BOGOTA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t1 9741 245/aaaabmdn. tel 

Line Count: 67 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION FBO 
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